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enough, unauthorized meetings took place and they
were dispersed by the use of the truncheon. When
there was resistance the gendarmerie opened fire.
There were harmless people killed and wounded and
many arrests. And every affray with the police fanned
the flames of racial animosity. There was no appeal,
because the gendarmerie were above the law. The
only means of countering brutality lay in secret agitation
and in protest abroad. The scandal of popular mal-
treatment was aggravated by the murder of Prof,
Schufflai on the i8th February, 1931. In this it was
considered that the Zagreb police were gravely com-
promised.

Dr. Machek was the quiet champion of a persecuted
people. There was nothing aggressive in his behaviour.
He expressed his loyalty to the dynasty but demanded
a decentralized state, with a large measure of home rule
at Zagreb. He never gave the slightest encouragement
to Pavelitch or let him think that it was possible to foment
an armed rebellion in Croatia. But to him the new con-
stitution of the 3rd September, 1931, was a scandal.
The Croats had been cheated. They had accepted
unity with the Serbs and Slovenes on terms which had
been communicated to the western powers and approved
by them. Serbia had acquired her extensive new
territory after the war subject to guarantees of racial
self-determination. The Croats would never have
agreed to come in on the terms of the new constitution.
Great Britain and America would not have sanctioned
such treatment of the Croats. In November, 1932, he
framed a resolution condemning the hegemony of
Belgrade and demanding a return to the open position
of December, 1918, restoring to the Croats the right" of
self-determination. The resolution was signed by six
politicians besides himself and communicated to the
foreign Press in the form of interviews. Machek was
arrested under the Defence of the Realm Act, tried,
and sentenced to three years' imprisonment. He was